SR . A

i

WASHINGTON TIMES
31 March 1986

\
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/10/04 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000302320049-2
D

STAT

Angolan, Afghan guerrillas
to receive Stinger missiles

By Biil Gertz

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

An administration program to
give Stinger anti-aircraft missiles to
resistance fighters in Angola and
Afghanistan is “well underway,” an
administration official confirmed
yesterday.

The official said the program
marks a significant step forward in
the so-called “Reagan doctrine” of
supporting anti-communist resis-
tance forces around the world.

“With the delivery of those weap-
ons, the psychological barrier
against giving American weapons
has been broken,” the official said.

Even though some administration
officials wanted to supply even more
of the missiles than was approved,
and wanted to send them to three
additional resistance forces, the
Stinger decision sets an important
precedent for directly supplying
American-made weapons, adminis-
tration and congressional sources
said.

One source said some officials
were pushing also to supply the re-
sistance fighters in Angola and
Afghanistan with TOW {[tube-
launched, optically tracked, wire
guided] anti-tank missiles.

Undersecretary of State Michael
Armacost yesterday declined to
commert on the Stinger shipments,
citing the administration policy of

hot commenting on intelligence mat-

ters.

"I will say that the doctrine or dis-
position of the administration is to
furnish support for indigenous
sources of resistance to outposts of
Soviet influence that were estab-
lished in the 1970s through the di-
rector indirect use of their own mili-
tary force,” Mr. Armacost said on
“Meet the Press,” an NBC television
program.

“The means that are used, those
are matters that have to be judged in
each individual case,” he said. “But
we provide that support for both
practical and principled reasons.”

Until the Stinger shipments were
approved, US. officials opposed
sending advanced American-made

weapons to resistance groups get-
ting American support. Instead, ob-
solete or foreign-made weapons pur-
chased on the international arms
market were supplied, to keep
United States involvement secret.

The shoulder-fired Stinger anti-
aircraft missiles — made by Gen-
eral Dynamics — are infrared tar-
geting devices that home in on jet or
helicopter engines flying up to six
miles away.

The Stingers are less vulnerable
to Soviet electronic warfare counter-
measures than the less accurate
Soviet- and Chinese-made SAM-7
anti-aircraft rockets that have been
supplied to the Afghan mujahideen
fighters in the past. The SAM-7s re-
portedly have been ineffective
against Soviet MiG jet fighters and
Mi-24 Hind attack helicopters, also
known as “flying tanks.”

A major factor in the decision to
ship the new missiles was the inten-
sified Soviet effort to subdue the Af-
ghan freedom fighters, said the ad-
ministration official, who declined
to be named.

He said the new missiles — which
will require trainers to demonstrate
how to use them — are a morale
booster for anti-communist forces
since Stingers are regarded as a
“status symbol.”

“Theresistance is trying to match
what the Soviets do. But often by the
time they get the newer weapons, the
Soviets have widened their defense
perimeters,” he said.

Another administration official,
however, believes the decision to
limit the number of Stingers to “sev-
eral hundred” and only to Angola
and Afghanistan sets back the Rea-
gan doctrine.

The official said the approved
Stinger program fell short of an
original plan to deliver several thou-
sand of the advanced missiles to sup-
port insurgencies in five Soviet-
backed states.

"The original concept was that
there were five countries with free-
dom fighters who would receive sev-
eral thousand stingers. total” said
one senior administration official
who declined to be named. “Now
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three of the countries were removed.
and the numbers have been reduced
to less than 10 percent of the original
proposal.”

The_official _said he believed
leaked intelligence reports about the
new shipments were part of an effort
to derail the covert program by mak-
ing it appear that several hundred
Stingers represent a major escala-
tion of U.S. arms deliveries.

Other insurgent groups slated in
the original request to get the ad-
vanced weapons included resistance
forces in Nicaragua and Cambodia,
the official said, but he did not name
the fifth country on the original list.

In a July 1985 speech before the
United Nations, however, President
Reagan said the United States is
committed to supporting anti-
communist forces in Ethiopia it di-
plomatic negotiations fail.

The official noted that the number
of Stingers shipped to Jonas Savim-
bi's UNITA forces and Afghan
mujahideen fighters will not provide
enough military power to shoot down
large numbers of armored Soviet he-
licopter gunships or ground attack
jets.

“Although they are much more
accurate than SAM-7s, the success
rate of Stingers is 3or4to 1 it
takes four Stingers to destroy a Hind
or a MiG-23," the official said.

The Pentagon’s latest assessment
of Soviet military capabilities. pub-
lished last week 1n Soviet Military
Power. states that Soviet army de-
ployments in Afghanistan have in-
troduced new weapons systems
“with greater mobility and in-
creased lethality.”

Besides adding several thousand
“Spetsnaz” special forces troops.
new Soviet equipment deliveries in-
clude new armored personnel carri-
ers, multiple rocket launchers and
self-propelled artillery.

“The introduction of these sys-
tems has largely offset recent im-
provements in mujahideen weap-
onry, the publication states.

One Senate source, who declined
to be named. said pressure for sup-
plving the Stingers came from a
group of Senate conservatives.
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